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MANY a listener of Zambian music will remember Fortune Nyondo's Agape Love album
which spawned the career-defining hit Ami Mu Umi Wami in the early 2000s.

Recognition for Fortune's work came in the form of two Ngoma Awards for best male
vocalist and the AZAMI awards for best recorded song, best video and best gospel
song.

Eight years ago, the singer moved to the United States, in his words, "in pursuit of my
childhood dreams."

Apart from leading worship and ministering in churches around the world, Nyondo
founded a charity called Fortune Pilgrim with headquarters in the US, which deals with
HIV and AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis victims in Zambia and around the world.

' A social entrepreneur at heart, he also formed the company Global Culture Network, as
| away to preserve the beauty of culture in any form of art from every nationality.

T 7 Il Currently based in Houston, Texas, Nyondo is married to American hairstylist and
A |- colourist Dannielle and the couple has three children.
A il

Nyondo returns to Zambia today ahead of a two-week tour during which he will perform
in Livingstone, Lusaka, Kabwe, Ndola, Kitwe, Chingola and Luanshya.

Article image

He talks about his life in this interview, and his hopes for the 'Pure worship experience' tour which starts in Lusaka on Friday.
Q. Let's start from the beginning: Who is Fortune Nyondo and when did you start singing?

A. My full name is Fortune Brian Mulambya Nyondo, popularly known as Mr Fortune by many. | attended Raphael Kombe Primary School and
graduated my secondary at Mukobeko Secondary School. People that knew me as a little boy, including my late grandparents, say that | sang
more than | talked. Some family members said it was usually in my sleep. A three-stringed guitar that | made myself motivated me even more. |
always remember myself having the passion for music since | was young.

Q. What prompted you to leave for the US?

A. The last time | left Zambia was in 2004 in pursuit of my childhood dreams. My mission has always been to reach nations with the gospel of
Christ through music. | have never slowed down nor taken leave from the music ministry since 1993. In the US, | have been ministering in
churches across the States.

When first moving to America, | lived in Arizona for one year, then | moved to Washington State, where | lived for about seven years. This is
where | lead worship for one of the biggest churches in Washington called Antioch Bible Church, which is led by a wonderful friend of mine, my
pastor, and brother in Christ, the former NFL player Dr Ken Hutcherson. | also met my wife in the US. Just recently we relocated to Houston,
Texas.

| lead worship at a church called El Shaddai International Ministries. God has been very faithful over the years by opening doors for my music to
be heard all over the world.

Q. Apart from being involved in full-time ministry, what else are you doing?

A. | also run a non-profit organisation, record label, and have an audio and video recording studio where artistes can come to record.
Your song 'Ami Mu Umi Wami' marked your emergence as an artiste of note in Zambia in the early 2000s. What's the background to that song?

This song will haunt me for the rest of my life because it is one of those songs you can't put your finger on. Like many other songs | have
produced over the years, this was a song inspired by God.

| heard it playing in my head. Initially, the song was intended to be entirely in English, but the Spirit took a different turn and made the call for
something else other than that for the chorus. | tried the chorus in many languages that | already knew, but nothing worked. | randomly asked
someone who | knew spoke Lunda to translate the chorus.

The Spirit confirmed that this was it. | never realised how beautiful the language was until | sang it in that song. Up until now, this song still brings
new meaning every time | hear or sing it. | was blessed by God with it and | hope many others have been blessed as much as | have through this
song.

Q. Please elaborate on any other projects you have worked on since 'Agape love'. Are there any notable artistes you have collaborated or shared
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the stage with?

| just recently launched my latest CD, titled 10:10. | have also co-written and produced other local musicians in the US. | have mostly been on the
road by myself. | have some great worship leaders and amazing musicians, who have played with famous artistes from around the world, who
also play for me on my projects.

Q. There must be a few people who have inspired you in your life and work.

A. | have quite a few people who mean the world to me because of the influences they have made in my life. There is a man in Kabwe who is
now a pastor, named Casey Kalaso. This is one man who helped me make a transition from the person that | was to the decent man | have
become after being saved. There have been a few others that have played a big role in my Christian life, like Pastor Larry Elliott, and Dr Kenneth
Hutcherson.

Q. You are embarking on a seven-town worship tour this week. What has motivated you to undertake this tour at this time?

A. | have been planning to take this tour for about five years now. The plan and the desire has been there, | was just waiting for God to say that it
is time. | am so excited for what God is going to do over the next month, while | am here. It will be a lot of travelling and long, sleepless nights,
but the joy and excitement | feel about this tour is way beyond me.

| hope and pray many people will be able to attend one of my concerts, while | am there, because | want everyone to experience what God is
doing. This tour is open to every Christian and non-Christian alike. It is going to be a great opportunity for people to grant God with their life
passwords and see what kind of breakthroughs they will receive in their lives when they give Him access. | say this because | have and am living
this experience.

Q. Will you be coming with a band and other artistes?

A. | am so grateful to say that | have chosen a band for home to represent me at these concerts. On my next tour, my US team will be travelling
with me for the summer concerts. They will play alongside some of the members from Zambia. All of my performances will be backed by a live

and very professional band.

Q. What are you most looking forward to concerning the tour?

A. The fans!!l They have made me who | am both in Zambia and internationally. They have supported me from the beginning and | am truly
blessed to be ministering to them.

Q. What does it feel like coming to Zambia for the tour? And will your family be joining you?

A. Unfortunately, my family won't be able to make it this time. | want their first time coming to Zambia to be exciting. | want to show them the
things | love most. | will be busy travelling for the concerts and | won't have the time to show them Zambia. We are planning a trip for later.

| am excited and anxious about coming home for the tour. Excited to be travelling in my home country sharing my gifts with everyone here, but
anxious because | haven't been home in almost eight years, and | am sure that so much has changed.

Q. The music landscape globally and locally has changed over the years. Have you kept abreast of developments in the industry here at home?
A. | am up to date with everything that is going on in the industry back home. | keep a close ear to the ground to keep up with what is happening
and YouTube makes it easier. There have been some necessary changes along with some that could hinder and not grow God's movement in

the industry.

For instance, | sing to the hearts of the people, whereas others talk to the pay cheque. Not to say that money is not good, but it should not be the
number one motivating factor to Christian music. Reach the hearts and souls of the people and your reward will come greatly.

Q. If there's one thing you'd like to see changed or improved in the local industry, what would it be?

A. 1 would like to see more live music. That way, we don't limit God in how we express ourselves during praise and worship.

Q. What words would you have for local musicians?

A. "Aim higher because there is a whole world out there that needs to be reached."

Q. What do you miss most about home?

A. | miss simple things like the smell of the air, the feel of the ground, the chattering noise in the marketplace, the unique sounds of the birds to

the squeaking sound of a bicycle needing some grease as it passes by, the carefully crafted art by the roadside, and most of all, | miss my
friends and family.

Home | Contact Us | Terms
©1991 - 2014 Post Newspapers Ltd. Send comments on website to webmaster@postzambia.com.
Website designed & maintained by Moneynet Enterprises Ltd.

http://www .postzambia.com/post-print_article .php?articleId=25907 2/3


http://www.postzambia.com/
http://www.postzambia.com/post-contact.php
http://www.postzambia.com/post-index.php?page=terms
http://www.postzambia.com/
http://moneynet.zambia.co.zm/

1/18/2014 The Post Newspapers Zambia - Latest News, Politics, Business, Sports, Photos, Videos » Fortune's homecoming

http://www .postzambia.com/post-print_article .php?articleId=25907 3/3



